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just as they pleased ; for we have reason to believe
they had not then the use of letters ; and, as some
think, these mystic characters were the original of
all the hieroglyphic writing which was afterwards the
ordinary practice of the Egyptians, till the Hebrew
characters were handed to them by Moses, from the
writing of God delivered him at mount Sinai.

It is very well observed by the learned author
just now named, that had not the priests stood in
need of something extraordinary to make their ce-
lestial converse seem more weighty and important,
all their astronomical observations might as well
have been made from the plain of the rock upon
which those pyramids are built, and which support
the foundation ; which, as he takes notice, is itself
so elevated, that, in a country which is all a low,
fiat, and level surface for near fifty miles every way,
and affords a fair horizon, is as well suited for all
such observations as require a large extended pros-
pect as it would be if it were seven or eight hundred
foot higher, which is supposed to be the height of
the pyramid.

But the reason is evident; the mounting the
steps or degrees of the pyramid on the outside was
a work of vast labour, and some hazard ; every head
could not bear the elevation ; every mind could not
have resolution to undertake it; few v/ould venture
up to examine the truth of the characters, or bring
down copies of them, much less examine into the
nature of them. And if they had gone up it was
enough, the cunning priests had impressed them
there, and left the originals upon the top stone of
the wonderful building, magical and awful in itself;
and as it was really so, that there the characters
were to be seen, it was no hard matter to persuade
the credulous, superstitious people,

3. That they were written there by the finger of
the gods: